PointThree ~ 


Yo 


$ “ite 
a ; 
mit 
$ E ¢ 5. 7 4 
y Ss 
a , ` P 
a op 
$ e A 
m a P 
x >: y: A 
Ey 
: : w o 
Bm. 


> 


-CENTRAL COUNCIL (poges7m) 


Editor: John Mitchell 
Editorial Assistant: Barbara Martin 
Designer: Sybil A Chick 


Letters, articles and news items are 
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Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT. 
(Telephone: 0296 623911). 

Single copies 10p. Annual subscription: 
£1.20. Any contribution towards the high 
cost of postage will be gratefully accepted. 
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Toc H seeks to create friendship and 
understanding among people of all 
backgrounds and beliefs. Local group 
activities range from holidays for the 
handicapped and children's playschemes 
to arts festivals and even bird watching. 
Toc H is short for Talbot House — the 
soldiers’ club in Belgium founded by the 
Reverend ‘Tubby’ Clayton in 1915. 
Today Toc H provides opportunities for 
people to test the relevance of practical 
Christianity and we welcome anyone who 
would like to give us a try. 


Members accept a four fold commitment: 
1. To build friendships across the 
barriers that divide man from man. 
2: To give personal service. 

3. To find their own convictions 
while always being willing to listen to the 
views of others. 

4. To work for the Kingdom of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for 
ideas about Toc H and about the world in 
which we live, takes its title from the 
third of these Four Points — to think 
fairly. 


Cover picture 

An exciting mountain train ride for the 
youngsters on the SE Region’s ‘Bring ‘Em 
Back Alive’ project, based on Port 
Penrhyn. 


Photo: Mandy Caley 
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“So Whats New?” 


EAR like politicians, Editors do not have to 
i oliticians, thank Heaven. Unlike E : 

E arasen of a published Manifesto, which they then las they 
Minot fil. They do, however, often use their first editorial as an opportunity to 
cannot fulfil. They do, d aspirations. | do not intend to give hostages to 


i ing of their hopes an bs O > 
er, Rae he in any detail, but I think it is right that my first editorial does 


have a personal nature. 


d I want to start by saying ‘thank you’ to my predecessor, 
rs when | say we owe him a huge debt of 
long after his first introduction to the 
derstand the Movement, and to reflect 
d, with a wealth of experience, and 


First things first, though, an 
Frank Rice. ] know I speak for many membe 
gratitude. He took over the magazine not 

Movement, and remarkably quickly ae i És 
it faithfully in the pages of Point Three. Widely r í 
real don, cnc personality was reflected in the magazine, and he will 
be much missed both as a writer, and as a welcome visitor to many parts of the 
country. Frank's views were always stimulating — sometimes infuriating — and that is 
how it should be in a magazine which is dedicated to Fairmindedness. 


l expect | shall infuriate just as many people, although I suspect they may be different 
people to those whom Frank annoyed! If | don’t do so, | shall be a little worried. lt is, 
surely, the task of a magazine committed to Fairminedness to provoke debate and 
discussion, especially about issues which are sensitive and difficult, and on which 
people feel strongly. This applies equally to issues within the family of Toc H as to 
issues in the world about us to which we should be giving attention. 


Another essential role for the magazine is to be a mirror to the Movement. It is the 
way in which we can learn of others’ successes and joys, and be encouraged. It is the 
way we hear of others’ difficulties, and offer prayerful support. It is the way we can 
learn of new needs, and new responses, and be challenged. It is the way new ideas and 
policies can be shared and discussed. It is the way we can all be better informed about 
the wide diversity of people and groups and activities which go to make up this strange 
and lovely family. 


I do not plan sudden and dramatic changes in this magazine, just for the sake of it. 
There will, of course, be some change, as it would be surprising if I produced an 
identical magazine to that which Frank produced so capably. What 1 hope to do is to 
make changes when appropriate, but to avoid rushing into change in the hope that, 
somehow, that will improve things. That, surely, is as true for the Movement as a 
whole, as it is for this magazine. We must be ready to embrace change willingly, when 
it is needed; resist the siren voices that suggest that any change will be for the better; 
and seek guidance in deciding which is which. ‘All change’ and ‘no change’ are both 
extremist positions. 


What is new in this issue is not to be found in lay-out, or format, or even the type of 
article. It lies in the content of the full reports on the 1984 Central Council at 
Swanwick. There are those, and I agree with them, who have said that this meeting was 
the most important event in Toc H for a decade. As readers will know, the Central 
Executive Committee decided, earlier in the year, that up to 100 invited guests should 
attend, drawn from parts of Toc H that hitherto had been largely unrepresented in the 
Movement's deliberations and policy-making. These were mainly younger people, 
drawn from Youth Action Groups, and the ‘projects network’. 


The reports give the detail of the debate, but the real significance in the event was the 
fact that the Movement was prepared to take a new step to ensure the involvement 
and participation of these younger people. The CEC had realised that the traditional 
democratic procedures were not working as fully as they would have wished, so they 
took positive action to improve the situation. It was a thrilling sight to see so many 
new faces and it was apparent that the younger people present were every bit as 
excited about Toc H as the elected Councillors. The future has to be built by the 
coming generations, and | am sure that many who were at Swanwick in November will 
feel that there are good grounds for great hope. 
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WAS IT 


(MARA) or 
Fun?. Pn 


SORE of the omiaa in the Marafun. 


How could we raise money for Family 
Purse? How could we involve Branch 
members, Action Groups, and offer 
something to Toc H volunteers as a 
follow up from the summer projects 
programme? How could we make Toc H 
better known? How could it be fun, but 
challenging and hard work? 


North London District decided to get 
some of the answers. A small group sat 
down and the answer soon became 
‘Marathon’. The first task was to adopt a 
new title — Marafun. This we hoped 
would get people in the right frame of 
mind. The venue was important and 
quickly we secured the use of a Greater 
London Council Park near Barnet. It had 
a four mile course. Run around that six 
times and the purists would be happy. 
Run around that three times and the half 
purists would be happy, or just one 
circuit. What about the others? Y can’t 
walk let alone jog or run’ we could hear 
rumbling around the Branch membership. 
‘OK’ we countered, come and be pushed, 
pulled, stagger, hop, leap frog, slide, 
skate, three legged, jog trot, crawl, 
shuffle, or just walk or stroll’. This way 
absolutely everyone could participate. 
Why not dress up. come in fancy dress 
clothes, have a picnic, rcunionise, meet 
old friends — but do just come! 


We wrote to just everyone. Ali local 
sports and athletic clubs, voluntary 
organisations, schools, uniformed, 


church, youth groups; anyone who had a 
need to raise some money for themselves 
and a little for us. Come and join us, we 
said. 


Everyone had a job to do. We were 16 in 
number, and if we needed help we had 
to go outside the group and seek help 
from there. Once or twice we were 
worried by this problem or that lack of 
response. We were soon shaken out of 


Whats happening in 


wm NOTA 


that frame of mind that 30 September 
was still there and getting nearer. We had 
a goal. All problems would be sorted out 
— our Chairman said so! Publicity was 
good. Local papers had a press, release 
and one or two followed this up with 
interviews, and photographers were 
dispatched to attend. We asked our tame 
Toc H photographer to come along and 
he brought his wife and two ex members 
of staff and families — it was just like that 
all through. One of our group thought it 
would be a good idea to see our famous 
Toc H member Jimmy Savile. Off to the 
BBC two of them went and as they 
entered the recording studio he called one 
to the microphone and on air our 
Marafun was broadcast to all Radio One 
listeners. Off air, Jimmy was very helpful 
with his advice, and we learnt that he was 
just about to start on five Marathons 
before Christmas! 


Marquees were needed for changing, food 
and refreshments and registration 
numbering on arrival. A local council 
obliged. On the morning three were 
delivered at 6.30 am in the pitch dark 
and amid the five hour monsoon we 
realised that none of us had ever put up a 
20 foot square marquee. The local staff 
member shouted at everyone. seemed to 
know what he was talking about so we 
did what he said — and they went up — 
and stayed that way. 


So far this all sounds easy? Well it wasn’t. 
Summer holidays got in the way for 
registering the school and college 
participants. We did not know that the 
Sunday Times Fun Run was to be run on 
the same day and took away a Jot of our 
people. Two local towns also had Fun 
Runs and Marathons on that day. The 
best one was that GLC had managed to 
double-book the park and kept the secret 
from both groups until 6.50 am that 
morning. It was great fun sorting that one 


Mera Andy James 


out. Our Toc H E were registering 


with Barnet Harriers and they were 
getting our numbers pinned to their 
vests. The day went really well. St John’s 
Ambulance Brigade came and we supplied 
three tame Toc H doctors. We couldn't 
work out if they were for the runners, the 
Organisers or the two marshals that we 
totally forgot, and were left at their post 
all day waiting to be (relieved?). 


Many groups and individuals came 
dressed up and were well supported. The 
general public learnt a lot about Toc H 
and were bemused! The weather cleared 
up just in time for the 10 am start and 
remained fine. 


At the end of the day the removal van 
that brought tents, stoves, marking posts, 
water stations, chairs, tables, sponges, 
cups, bowls and all the bits and pieces 
that were needed was reloaded. It 
travelled some 300 yards and the clutch 
gave out. We had to get another van, 
unload, reload and wave goodbye again. 
A Team from Bedford who arrived 
slightly late were determined to complete 
and when we finished the clearing up by 
5.30 they were still at it. Such was their 
integrity, they persuaded a Central 
Councillor to stay behind to make sure 
they could get their cards signed and 
receive the certificate. We heard that they 
left at 7.30 that night. 


Was it all worth it? Oh yes! We did 
everything we set out to do and now we 
have a folder of procedures and contacts 
and the accumulated experience for our 
next one in 1985. Why don’t you come 
and join in? — or better still have a go 
at one yourself. 
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Round and about 


Centre Survey 


Saliburn Branch are currently conducting 
a survey to find out what kind of 
activities people want at the Toc H 
Centre there. Activities already include a 
Youth Club for over-11s and for under 
ls which grew out of a summer 
playscheme, as well as a Thurday coffee 
morning and an information centre. They 
also include a Sunday Lunch Club for 
those who, says Lindsay Addison, ‘don't 
normally get around to cooking for 
themselves ai weekends’. 


Mobile BOG! 


The Birmingham Outward Group received 
a large Joan from HQ in 1983 to buy a 
new transit van for their work with young 
people. Due to a most successful appeal, 
this loan is now fully paid off, and the 
group is now well funded for new 
equipment which will see them through 
1985. This group is one of the real 
success stories of Toc H over the past 
decade. We hope its Chairman, Ted 
Tunnadine (who has just been co-opted 
onto the Central Executive Committee) 
will have the same effect on central 
finances! 


A big knit! 


We hear the Southern Region recently 
completed a mass knit-in. No less than 22 
Branches and cight youth groups 
participated in this huge operation. Over 
400 sponsor forms were distributed, and 
when all the moncy comes in the 
organisers are confident that it will be 
well into four figures, and maybe more. 
And even Branches that could not knit 
sent donations, one of £100. The money 
was raised to finance new youth groups; 
to finance weekend projects: to 
underwrite summer projects, and to help 
Regional funds as well. One of the 
Branches that more than pulled their 
weight with this venture was the Branch 
at Greathouse Cheshire Home. 


Poppies and Sunshine 


Bletchley Branch have been busy again 
with major fund raising events. They have 
raised over £280 in their "sunshine bags’ 
and have passed it on to the new Milton 
Keynes Hospital League of Friends, and 
Radio Appeal. We also hear that John 
Guntrip. of Bletchley. sat for four days 
outside the Bletchley Post Office and 
raised £341.56 for the British Legion 
Poppy Fund. Well done John — we hope 
you got to the head of the queue 
eventually! 
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A simple welcome 


Back in June Newbury Women’s Branch 
felt thay they should try and make a 
friendly gesture to the wives of American 
Servicemen at Greenham Common — 
away from their own homes, and subject 


to the animosity that _ surrounds 
Greenham Common and its Cruise 
for a collee 


missiles. So they invited them 
morning at a member's home. The whole 
event was a great success. No-one 
mentioned missiles but the Branch 
learned much of American geography, 
and details of children and grandchildren 
were swapped. Philip Douch, staff man, 
dropped in to show that Toc H has some 
youngsters, and one wife was heard to 
remark ‘Wow, 1 would like to take him 
home with me. . .!’ Plans are now going 
ahead for a garden party in an ‘English 
country garden’ which will have a special 
appeal for these Americans 


Summer outside Lincoln 


Sue Whight writes to tell us that the 
Lincoln Action Group has not ‘lazed 
around this summer’. They ran a five day 
residential project in the annexe al 
Hengrave Hall, nr Bury St Edmunds, with 
six members of the group, and six 
mentally handicapped young people. 
Activities during the project included 
trips to Kilverstone Wildlife Park, and 
Banham Zoo, and a night out at 
‘Rollerbury’ (a modern roller skating 
rink) as well as a surprise visit to 
Lowestoft. The group needed £500 to 
tun the project, and doubted, at first, 
whether they would find it, but they 
finally raised over £1,000, from a 
sponsored swim, a ‘mini handi’ disco, 
second hand goods sales, and many letters 
to trusts and local charities. 

This was not a ‘one-off project, 
but part of the continuing contact that 
the Lincoln Action Group has with these 
handicapped children. Plans for the New 
Year? They have just put a deposit down 
for a holiday at Talbot House, Poperinge! 


Holiday at Home 


Each Sunday afternoon during the school 
summer holidays Middlesbrough .Council 
organised a programme of entertainment, 
which included trick motorcycling, high 
wire acts, clowns and musical chairs. 
Middlesbrough Branch were there too, 
running a bric-a-brac stall, which 
produced £100 for the Family Purse, and 
making sure the public learned a bit 


about Toc H by the use of give-away 
leaflets. 


The Study of Light 


A recent article in the Southern Evening 
Echo tells of Staff Padre Bob Knights 
successful battle to get permission to thin 
a large beech tree behind his Winchester 
home. The opening paragraph of the 
article reads ‘A Winchester priest has won 
the right to thin a beech tree that 
deprives the room he uses as a study of 
a Glad to know Bob studies the 
right things. but he realises he cannot 
expect the local press to understand the 
fine distinction between priests and 


ministers! 


50th birthday 


Solihull Branch celebrated their 50th 
birthday by a visit to Poperinge in 
October, while Bill Edwards (Wigmore 
and Rainham Branch) celebrated 50 years 
in Toc H the same month. The Branch 
presented a memento to Bill, and look 
forward to getting lots more work from 
him for many years to come! 


Intermediate Treatment 


Fleet ‘Photons’, the local Toc H youth 
group, ran a most successful Intermediate 
Treatment project over a weckend in 
September, in collaboration with the 
Probation Service in Aldershot. There 
was a non-stop programme of activities, 
which included canoeing, orientecring, 
rock climbing and night hiking! 

What’s more, the Photons earned 
themselves some excellent local publicity 
simply by writing to the local paper to 
express thanks for all the help they had 
received from so many people. That sort 
of publicity doesn’t cost anything, and, 
if nothing else, it is how we find out 
about these things! 


Congo Blankets 


Westham (Weymouth) Ladies seem to be 
permanently in the knitting business! 
Ruth Rose sends us this photograph of 
women at the Salvation Army Mission in 
the Congo, wearing blankets knitted in 
Weymouth and sent to them. It is good to 
sec such definite results of this piece of 
Branch work. 


A p T A ” 
V JO COme 
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to John Ames, who is giving Toc H a year 
as a long-term volunteer. John, whose 


Toc H Jinks have hitherto been in 
Norwich, will be working in Sheffield on 
the new Pavilion Project for the 
unemployed. 


to Mandy Caley, who has joined the 
Headquarters Staff. Part of her 
responsibility will be to co-ordinate the 
Festival Challenge, about which she 
writes in this issue. Mandy comes from 
Hull, and is a project leader. She was also 
a Clayton Volunteer in 1983, working in 
New York. 


to John Kilburn, Assistant General 
Secretary. John comes originally from 
Wakefield and grew up in Scarborough 
where he went to Training College. After 
a spell in the RAF us a Pilot, and various 
other jobs, he took up teaching, and has 
taught both in this country and in BAOR. 
He took early retirement from the 
headship of a Community Middle School. 
He says he is mad keen on Computers, 


Music (Organist and  choirmaster), 
conservation, local Government and 
Rugby football, (currently a referees 


assessor). 


‘aval datinitat | 


to Marjorie Straw and Victor Audsley, 
both of Barrow-on-Humber Branch, who 
were married on 28 October. 


fey Harrison, Teesside District Secretary 
shows how it should be done at a Ceilidh 
organised by the District in 
Middlesbrough. 


Knightthorpe Branch coffee morning in their new Church Room, their old rooms 
having been given to a very active plavgroup. 


The following members Newsome (M) 
were registered during Brian Tomlinson 
October/November. North Ormesby (3) Grp 


Mrs Edith M Coltman 

Mrs Mary Taylor 
Orpington (J) 

Mr R S Lawrence 

David J Lammas 
Ramsgate (W) 


Bailiff Bridge (M) 
Kenneth Dufton 
Bedford (J) 
Mrs Constance Bel] 


Miss Margaret J Bodle Mrs Margaret Perfect 
Mrs Molly Elliott Sheffield (J) 
Charles K Lotan Revd William Pryce 
Steven Mason Mrs Betty Price 
Bexhill on Sea (J) Shirley & Solihull (W) 
Mrs Lilian M Webb Mrs Joanna Smith 
William A Webb Mrs Muriel E Vernon 
Biggleswade (W) Southport (J) 
Mrs Muriel A Winstone Mrs Dorothy McKenzie 
Cardiff (J) Mrs Margaret E Nickson 


Miss Angela Tomlinson 
Colwyn Bay (M) 

Geoffrey A Jones 
Cromer (M) 

Frank Broomfield 
Melton Mowbray (M) 

John W Bradbury 
Melton Mowbray (W) 

Mrs Catherine E Wright 
Mold District 

George W Sutherland 
Newbottle (J) 

David H Waterson 


Miss Muriel] C Ward 
Tavistock (M) 

William J Rawles 

Henry J Sammons 
Ty neside/Wearside District 

Mrs Lynn Wingate 
Walton (Street) (J) 

Mrs Dorothy Cox 

Rev Roger C Spurr 
Wimborne Tiggers (J) Grp 

Neville J Wilkinson 


A warm welcome to 35 new members 


Mavhew, the grandmother of staff man David Mavhew, who was a founder member of 


the Branch. 
— 
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by John Mitchel 


AHUNDRED LETTERS: ~~ 


Last month's report was on Personal Growth, and the Series 


This is the sixth, and final, report on replies to letters written in Autu 
mension of Toc H, the ‘Fourth Point’. 


were all asked why they were in Toc H, and how it had changed them. ll dl 
is concluded with extracts from what the writers had to say about the Spiritua 


6. The Spiritual Dimension 

However encouraging the previous five reports have been, there xl 
and younger writers brought in the whole area that we often refer to as ‘The Four 
in fact did happen, and confirmed that the experience of younger people is not just 


would have been much amiss had not the replies from both older 
th Point’. It is good to be able to report that this 


‘fun and social service”. 


z + i The very first letter received said: 
i isation of the spiritual truths behind Toc H. ece 
Many writers talk about a gradually developing realisation of the sp H is truly a Movement of the Spirit’ and that 


‘Gradually | have been drawn to the spiritual side of Toc H, and realised that Toc eid mis 
writer spoke for many others. A Branch member of many years service says that Toc H has provided a ae a realistic and 
meaningful expression of personal philosophy, formalised and ritualistic modes of religion being less distinct and many Branch 
members echo the woman who said that Toc H provided her with a way of expressing her Christian beliefs. 

A Branch padre writes that he is still in Toc H because ‘in Toc H I first met Christian life not confined to any specific or 
denominational expression. lt was therefore a way of life | could confidently recommend to any man, woman or young person of 
goodwill . . .” and later he says: ‘It has changed me by helping me advance from my particular denominational “nursery” by 
convincing me that the goal and mainspring of all spiritual life is One and the Same for us all’, 


One retired man writes at some length of his own journey: “The primary reason for my active involvement in Toc H, on and off 
over so many years now, has been that the Movement has challenged me continually to growth as an individual personality — body, 
mind and spirit — and all that growth not just for its own sake, but for a purpose... Essentially, for me, this has been a spiritual 
experience of growth in Christian living, accepting and respecting uniqueness, individuality and humanity, strengths and weakness, 
in myself and in others, and then offering myself in mission and service to others . . .” .. . and later he says ‘Toc H provides me with 
a simple theological and doctrinal framework which my simple mind can comprehend and commit itself to. A softer option than a 
fuller commitment in my Church? No, | dont think so, for my commitment there has been a full one too, For me it has been a 
means of continuing growth as a member of a church, of Toc H, and of the human race, and growth is never an easy option”. 


The younger writers have plenty to say about the spiritual dimension, and in refreshingly new language. The first letter received 
from a younger volunteer concluded: ‘Carrying on from all this, Toc H has helped me formulate my ideas about religion, from 
abstract visions to concrete belief that God is in everyone, if you only take the trouble to look and find out’. 


A man in his early 30s looks back at his time with Toc H when a student and writes: ‘/n my late teens and early 20s Toc H did have 
a very important influence on my life. It was a spiritual home for my jumbled beliefs, as well as being a vehicle through which | 
could demonstrate my concern for the welfare of others’. 


Another young man writes: ‘Finally, Toc H has given me the chance to explore things which might be called ‘spiritual’ without first 
lumbering me with a bag-full of religious “givens”. | believe that this is also where Toc H can be of great value to other young 
people today — people for whom established church religion may be a “no-go” area, but who find that Toc H experiences activate 


formless feelings within them that there is something worth exploring that is more important than mere materialism 


Obviously, not all young people mention the spiritual side — it would be strange if they did, but equally there are a significant 
number for whom the Christian basis is one of the attractions. One girl writes Y would like to add that, as a Christian, like many 
others within it, | can see Toc H as an opportunity to extend and work out my faith’, and another is clear that ‘the Christian basis 
of Toc H has probably led to a greater involvement on my part. The principle of welcoming people of all beliefs equally, offering 
friendships, and looking for an individual's positive qualities, must help to widen our experience of living as one of Go d's family, 
and so aid us in working towards a peaceful world’. Another young man says, simply, ‘If Jesus’s love is real here is a place to find 
it!” and another “Toc H has made me a better Christian, more caring and more concerned’. : 


Let the final comment come from someone who has clearly made, and still is making, the ‘journey’ that Toc H so often talks about: 
‘I think 1 need to talk about matters spiritual. Originally, Toc H appealed because it wasn't overtly “Goddy”. and l ed Sunday 
school teacher, and trendy teenager atheist/agnostic that I| was, well . . . This subject is so difficule tm wolf be b ae e it is the 
least tangible, and yet it has to be the most important way in which Toc H has changed me. Don ‘t Zk me h or a, TET, / aan its 
know. All 1 do know is that | became increasingly aware of a “serenity” around several penple | most EN dd H and | 
wanted to feel equally at peace with myself and | wanted to know what made me feel as though heer o ut Fos mowed 
they knew something | didn‘t. Anyway, to cut an intangible and difficult explanation shart, over ‘heey, usura wich al F E 
few things — namely, that 1 did, do believe in God. It’s crazy, but | can just visualise him e Boa pores a e rs 
weekend with the rest of us! (Is that blasphemy?). Well, | think ¡ts difficult to say any More 34 ng silly games on a SD 
the very essence of my being, and that I’m forever in Toc H's debt for having shown me that. a e REHA han 
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- CENTRAL COUNCIL 
2-4 November 1984 


The Gatherins 


Central Council 1984 was a weekend 
which will undoubtedly prove to have 
been of real importance in the life of the 
Movement. This was largely because the 
matters under discussion, and the wide 
variety of people discussing them, were 
mutually compatible. A much enlarged 
meeting, including dozens of newer and 
younger people, wrestled with plans to 
develop the Movement in ways that 
would in turn transmit it to even more 
newer and younger people. The very 


make up of the gathering was a powerful 
reminder that real mixture is possible, 
and that the Movement can attract and 
involve people of all generations. 


In planning the weekend, the CEC was 
wise enough to realise that the essential 
Starting point was that there should be 
real ‘meeting’ between the people 
present. To that end. Friday evening was 
devoted to this process. After arrivals, 
everyone moved into one of some 16 
small groups, in each of which there was a 
wide cross section of age, interest, 
involvement and geographical location. In 
each of these ‘welcome groups’ there was 


eg | B7 ail 


TheTheme 


The first Council session was preceded by 
some readings by Ann Crouch (Staff, 
Friendship Circles). One of these was 
from Vincent J Donovans book, 
‘Christianity Rediscovered’: ‘/n working 
with people, do not try to call them back 
to where they were and do not call them 
to where you are — beautiful as that place 
may seem to vou. You must have the 
courage to go with them to a place that 
neither you, nor they, have ever been 
before’. 


In his Welcome to the Council, Jim Lewis 
called this Council ‘Aistoric’ insofar as, 
for the first time, there were a number of 
people present who were not actually 


the sort of mixture which would do 
credit to any Branch, and which gave 
each group a richness of experience which 
was a real resource. The purpose was fo 
meet, at least a few, individuals in a 
face-to-face situation, before launching 
into the huge plenary sessions 
programmed for Saturday and Sunday. It 
was an important re-statement that 
‘people meeting’ is still, in the last 
analysis, more important than any 
business procedure, or any debate, 
however urgent they may be. Central 
Council 1984 was a true ‘meeting’ in the 
real sense, as well as an important 


Conference. 


members of Toc H. ‘What we are today’ 
he said ‘is just a Family” We were all, 
indeed. at a place where neither the 
Councillors. nor the invited young 
people, had ever been before”. 


At the close of Council, Harry Brier 
(CEC) said he felt that the extra cost of 
inviting so many guests had been ‘entirely 
justified’ and many clearly concurred. 
Agnes Cook (Trustee) thanked the CEC 
for the decision to invite them. ‘They 
have been part of us . . . please may it 
continue’. 


And in the closing Act of Worship, we 
heard once again the words of Vincent 
Donovan: ‘You must have the courage to 
go with them to a place that neither you, 
nor they, have ever been before’. 
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DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 


THE MOTION 


hale 


1 
usiness of the wnore 


jor item of b 
The major iten resolution from the 


ence was the 
at Executive on he proposed 

ment Strategy. 
ee and Peter Ranken alien 
that ‘This Council accepts he sais A 
contained in the paper Tan 
Strategy” and instructs the Centra 
Executive Committee fo proceed with is 
detailed implementation in consultation 


with the Regions”. 


The People 


Absentees 


The joy of having so many newer and 
younger people present was touched with 
some sorrow at the absence, through 
illness, of Adrian Dudman the General 
Secretary, and Frank Topping our 
Chaplain. Both were warmly upheld in 
our prayers. 


The full paper referred to is in the hands 
of all Central Councillors, and in his 
Personal Comment in November Point 
Three, Ken Prideaux-Brune gave an 
outline of the proposals. At the risk of 
missing out important parts, a brief precis 
of the Proposals would be: 


Appointments 


Frank Topping himself was over- 
whelmingly confirmed as our Chaplain, 
for a period of five years from this 
Council, on the proposition of Janet 
Rauch (CEC). seconded by Wyn Roberts 
(CEC). Frank was described as a man 
with great concern and care for others, 
with wide experience, a marvellous sense 
of humour, and immense courage in the 
pain he is suffering at present. Don 
Lockhart’s name was put forward as a 
new Vice-President of Toc H by Olive 
Tennant (CEC) and seconded by Janet 
Rauch. This was carried by acclaim. In his 
speech of thanks, Don referred to his 
time in Toc H as a deeply enriching 
experience’ and quoted T S Eliot when he 
said it was about ‘Laughter and the love 
of friends’ An interview with Don 
appears in this issue. 


Objective: 

To initiate growth for the Movement, and 
to explore the frontiers of human need, 
nationally and internationally. As well as 
the enormous local contribution of 
Branches and Groups, the Movement as a 
whole should act, and be seen to act, in 
some areas of human need. 


Methods: 

l. During 1985, to make a direct 
contribution to helping one major area of 
human need in Britain, and one abroad. 
Overseas this could be in Bangladesh, or 
perhaps Zimbabwe, through the agency 


THE NEW CENTRAL EXECUTIVE . 


A new Central Executive Committee was 
elected for the year 1984/85. Its 
members are: Mrs Philomena Bach (a new 
appointment), Miss Christine Bostock, 
Harry Brier, Alan Brooke, Nick Gore (a 
new appointment), Mrs Maggie Kay, Jim 
Lewis, Mrs Janet Rauch. Wyn Roberts, 
John Stevens, Edgar Stickley (new 
appoinment), Mrs Connie Tate and Mrs 


ts 4 £ 


New CEC member Nick Gore 
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Co-opted member Ted Tunnadine 


Brooke : 


ain Debates 


of members in these places, Natio 
the project might be with 

patients, young unemployed 
Bangladesh friends in the UK. 

PE To develop a number of “foe 
points”. These are ongoing long tere 
pieces of work, which can involye Br 


Nall 
ex-menpi 


on Our 


anch 
members, young volunteers, be 
newcomers alike. 
B; To develop the Project 


programme, so that it may be expanded 
and also recruit a wider mixture i 
people, especially from industry, from 
among the unemployed, and from the 
black community. 

4. To enable all the above to happen. 
to select and train leaders, including paid 
staff, and to make that a priority claim 
on our resources. 


Finance: 

An expanionist policy will cost money 
We must be prepared to spend our 
resources to make it happen. We must 
also seek new sources of financial aid. 


Publicity: 

The policy, and the fund raising campaign 
needed to back it, will need better 
publicity, but should also make publicity 
easier to achieve. Publicity, however, is 
no substitute for personal recruitment. 


In proposing the motion Alan Brooke 
shared something of the background to 
the Strategy document. He explained that 
during the past year, the CEC had 
wrestled with issues such as the problem 


A SS A AS ES DT 


Olive Tennant. The CEC later co-opted 
Ted Tunnadine (Chairman of the 
Birmingham Outward Group) as a 
member, 


Special Welcomes 


Special welcomes at the start of Council 
were given to Alf Coates (South Africa) 
and Valere Deroo (Poperinge). Later in 
the meeting, the Chairman gave a special 
welcome to John Kilburn, the newly 
appointed Assistant General Secretary. 


Alf Coates talking to John Dickson. 


— 


— 


of Communication, the need for a policy, 
membership and finance, and, in 
particular, the need to produce a youth 
policy for 1985, the International Year of 
Youth. From these strands had emerged a 
policy, ‘not just for Youth, but for the 
whole Movement’, which could be 
launched during 1985 which was not 
only, he reminded us, the 1YY, but also 
the 70th birthday of the Movement, and 
the 100th anniversary of the birth of 
Tubby Clayton. He called on Council to 
recognise the spirit behind the words and 
to recall the words of the Director: 
‘Toc H is not for us. It is for those who 
are not yet in it’. 


Maggie Kay. also speaking for the CEC 
elaborated on the thinking behind the 
expression ‘focal points’. ‘A focal point 
is’ she said ‘something we all feel involved 
in, and something the outside world 
identifies with us. It could be a building, 
or a long term project, or a person ora 
group, or an involvement in a certain type 
of work, or even an event such as a 
Festival or Day Conference. We need 
them’, she argued: 


‘to be the next step after projects, 


to unite fragniented membership, 

to activate dormant menibers and 
Branches, 

to attract new members, 

to encourage “builders” and 
outside funding, 

and to spread a little spirit’. 


The third ‘presenter’ of the Strategy was 
Peter Ranken, also CEC, who talked 
specifically about the development of the 
projects work. While celebrating the 
success of this part of Toc H over the last 


important ways in which projects could, 
and must, develop. They are not, he 
argued, a real Toc H mixture. Too many 
volunteers are white, middle class, young 
and often students. We have to broaden 
this and take real steps to involve a wider 
mixture, 


THE DEBATE 


These proposals were then discussed at 
Jength, in small groups and in plenary, in 
a debate which varied in quality and 
interest in the way which would do credit 
to the Toc H concept of ‘Mixture’. We 
can only give a taste of the many 
contributions, which included a clear 
statement from the Director that this 
paper was only a starter — it was meant 
to be a catalyst, and that focal points 
would only happen if local people initiate 
them. The same was true of projects — 
they will only become broader if Regions 
and local projects groups make them 
broader. The role of the council was to 
provide resources to back such new 
iniliatives. 


George Davis (Vice-President), was in 
favour of a national project. He doubted 
the wisdom of getting involved in 
Housing Associations, but suggested we 
consider helping with Church Action 
With the Unemployed (CAWTU). 


David Mayhew (NE Regional staff), 
suggested we might also consider involve- 
ment with CAOP (Church Action on 
Poverty). 


Andrew Tanswell (invited guest, London) 
felt that the Strategy needed more punch 


A 


enthusiasm of the young people w 
were present, and Satish Visavadia 
(invited guest, Leicester) stirred Council 
more than once with his oratory. Y came 
into Toc H through a challenge. Where 
the hell is the challenge?’ 


THE AMENDMENTS 


1. Several Councillors argued that 
Council should accept the paper in 
principle, as they agreed fully with the 
general spirit of it, but felt that there 
were areas which were unclear. As a 
result, an Amendment proposed by lan 
Knight (Western Approaches and Chiltern 
Vale) was approved, which added the 
word ‘in principle’ after the words ‘This 
Council accepts. Later, a second 
amendment, proposed by Don Cullen 
removed the word ‘detailed’ from the 
same resolution, on the grounds that you 
cannot instruct the CEC to move to 
detailed implementation of a document 
which is accepted only in principle! 

ze The document itself, as opposed 
to the resolution adopting the document 
in principle, was also amended. The part 
changed was in the preamble, which 
quoted, as the basis of this Development 
Strategy, parts of ‘The Way Forward’ 
which was passed by Council in 1980. 


The extract which caused concern was 
the sentence ‘Joc H is a Christian 
Ministry’. Numerous speakers, while 
emphasizing that there was no question 
about the Christian basis of Toc H, 
nevertheless felt that this particular form 
of words was unfortunate, insofar as it 
could give an impression to outsiders 
that Toc H was something very different 


20 years, he emphasised that there were to it. The paper should reflect the contd on p10/ 
Thanks Farewells 
Harry Brier (CEC), expressed the The Council bade farewell to George Lee, 


gratitude of Council, and of the whole 
Movement, to Ken Prideaux-Brune, who 
ceases to be the Director after a ten year 
stint. ‘Ken has brought a new dimension 
to the job by his leadership, and the 
inspiration of his words and writing’ said 
Harry. ‘He was responsible for the 
opening up of the Movement, while 
holding, too, the best of the past’ 


In reply, Ken said how grateful he had 
been during his term of office for the 
warm welcome he had received wherever 
he had gone, and for the support of the 
other members of the Headquarters 
Management Team. He said that the kind 
remarks made about him had been a little 
like an obituary, and that obituaries were 
a very Christian sort of thing, as they 
looked for the best in people! We should 
do that more often, he suggested. 


The Chairman thanked Peter Ranken and 
Cyril Cattell, who were not standing again 
for the CEC. 


who retires from the staff at the end of 
February and the Revd Malcolm (‘Polly’) 
Perkins, who retires in June. In thanking 
them both, the Chairman said ‘We don’t 
say to each other often enough, “We love 


”> 


you”. 


Finally, Council bade farewell to Frank 
Rice, Communications Secretary and 
Editor of the magazine, who retired at 
the end of December. In this tribute to 
Frank, Ken Prideaux-Brune said we owed 
him a great deal for sharing his vision and 
communicating it so clearly. 


In reply, Frank said that the last ten years 
in which he had been in Toc H had been 
the most important in his life. 7 have 
never before learnt so much about my 
Christian faith, about other people, and 
about myself.” A farewell presentation 
was made to him. 


Frank Rice examining his presentation 
gift with the help of his daughter. 


to what it actually was. David Coleman 
(invited guest, Wellingborough) argued 
that in a multi-faith society, in which 
Toc H must surely work alongside people 
of other faiths, we did not want to give 
an impression of exclusiveness. He felt 
that the wording ‘Christian Ministry’ gave 
a wrong impression, and that the other 
extracts from ‘The Way Forward’ made 
it quite clear that Toc H had a Christian 
basis. 


After a lot of debate, Janet Rauch 
proposed, and Harry Brier seconded an 
amendment which had the effect of 
leaving that part of the document in the 
following form: 

‘This strategy should build further 
on the foundations laid by the clear 
Statements of our fundamental purpose 
endorsed by Council in 1980. We 
emphasise firstly that Toc H is a ministry 
based on the way of openness, and 
secondly that Toc H exists to offer 
us all the opportunity to test for 
ourselves the way of life that Jesus 
taught and demonstrated,’ 


The Resolution, amended in the ways 


mentioned above, was then carried 
overwhelmingly. 
NATIONAL REGISTRATION OF 
MEMBERSHIP 


Joe Higgins (Gwent) proposed, and Don 
Davis (Gloucestershire) seconded a 
Resolution that 7n order to aid those 
who, though closely committed to Toc H, 
find it difficult to accept registration of 
membership in particular Branches or 
Districts, we move that the Central 
Executive Committee consider the 
introduction of a form of national 
registration of membership”. 


In his speech, Joe expressed concern 
about the number of younger people who 
do not join Toc H because there is no 
appropriate Branch to join due to their 
mobility. He stressed that this form of 
national registration would be an 
alternative to joining through a Branch or 
District, and that there was no intention 
to disturb the existing Branch system. 

In the debate that followed, David 
Wharton (NE Lincs) said he had been a 
‘central general member’ during the War, 
and that was really what this motion was 
about, so it was not a new thing, but a 
reinstatement of general membership. 


Donna Gibbs (LTV, Southern Region) 
felt it was a good idea, and suggested that 
instead of asking the CEC to consider its 
introduction, we should ask the CEC to 
go ahead and implement it at once, but 
Nick Gore (CEC candidate) cautioned 
against this, as it would be a mistake to 
rush into it without full consideration. 


The Resolution was carried 
overwhelmingly. 
10 


Editorial handover! 


Other Council 
Business 


THE NEXT DIRECTOR 


The Chairman, Jim Lewis, explained to 
Council why the CEC had been unable to 
bring forward a nomination for a new 
Director. There had been problems with 
the selection procedure and he felt that 
all staff selection procedures needed 
reviewing. He explained that the CEC 
were taking the chance to reconsider the 
Director’s brief. George Davis felt that 
the CEC had failed in its duty to the 
Movement. and other Councillors were 
equally critical. ‘Rosey’ Romanis (Hon 
Staff) pointed out that we always 
teferred to the next Director as a ‘he’ and 
we mustn’t assume that that will be the 
case. James Power (invited guest, 
Wakefield), suggested that we should not 
look at the Director’s brief in isolation, 
but together with that of the General 
Secretary. Ted Tunnadine said that there 
was a new Toc H emerging, and we 
needed a new style of leader. ‘We must 
look at things not as they are, but as they 
will be” 


THE ACCOUNTS 


In the absence of Rodney Broomfield, 
(Hon Treasurer), Gerry Ashfield 
presented the Accounts. He explained the 
new pattern of ‘consolidated’ accounts, 
which was why there were no 
comparative figures this year. The deficit 
was £170,000, which was better than 
anticipated, but we faced the prospect of 
rising deficits over the next two years. 
Membership giving was at an average of 
£7.30p (including tax recovered) which 
he felt was disappointing. Eddie Godfrey 
(Finance Secretary) explained that the 
Central Finance Committee believed that 
‘seed corn’ money should be made 
available for Development. He suggested 
the creation of a Development Fund, to 
be supported largely by future appeals. 


The Questions - 


Both during the business of Council, and 
during the open “conference” sessions, y 
number of questions were asked ang 


answered. 


Investment Standards 

John Stevens (Chairman, S Region) 
pointed out that we invest a quarter of a 
million pounds in stocks and shares. ‘47¢ 
we financing the sweatshops of Taiwan or 
equally obnoxious regimes? In reply 
Gerry Ashfield, deputising for Rodney 
Broomfield, explained that almost all our 
investment was.in Investment Trusts. 


Regionalisation 

Fred Davis (Swindon) asked if there was a 
real need for Regional structure. Severa] 
other Councillors concurred with this 
question, but John Stevens argued that, 


FACE TO FACE 


As reported elsewhere, one of the 
appointments made at this year's Central 
Council was that of Don Lockhart, to be 
a Vice-President of the Movement. We 
print here a transcript of an unrehearsed 
interview with Don which took place 
during the Council weekend. 


JM: ! think I am only one of very many 
people, Don, who are absolutely 
delighted that you have become a 
Vice-President of Toc H. As you yourself 
said in your speech, that would have 
seemed a long way off when you first 
joined the Movement. When was that? 


DL. It was back in 1929. | was at school 
at Berkhamsted. The second Headmaster, 
who incidentally also joined Toc H, 
invited some of his fifth and sixth form 
boys to his study one evening to meet 
two Toc H members from the Watford 
Branch — and that's how it all began for 
me. 


JM: How did they actually involve you? 
Did they ask you to come and help? 


DL: No — they told us what Toc H was 
all about and suggested that there ought 
to be a Branch in Berkhamsted. Shortly 
after that I left school and was away from 
home for a couple of years or so. On my 
return | found the Branch in being and so 
l joined it! 


JM: What sort of things did you do as a 
Branch? 


DL: Well, It was all very light-hearted, a! 
least that was my impression. There was 
always a good deal of ragging — (1 recall 
on one occasion the Branch piano bring 
dismembered due to its erratic 


BS 


at their best, Regions are ‘the finest grass 
roots stimulus to Toc H that there has 
ever been. They allow cross fertilisation 
and a sharing of resources in a way that 
would never be possible in a centralised 
Movement’. 


Money Raising for Others 

‘Should a proportion of funds raised 
locally for specific projects be given 
automatically to the Family Purse?’ — 
asked Vera Figgins (invited guest, 
Maidstone). The response was clear — yes, 
from many speakers. Various suggestions 
of percentages were made. and Gerry 
Ashfield reminded Council that for some 
time now the Central Finance Committee 
had suggested 10%. 


South African Trip 

Two questions were asked about the 
forthcoming visit to South Africa by a 
team of volunteers to be led by John 
Dickson (Staff, Birmingham). In reply to 


the 


Needless to 
operation proved too drastic and from 
then on it ceased to function at all). 


performance! say 


One of the jobs we did, in conjunction 
with the Hemel Hempstead Branch, was 
running, for several years, a two week 
camp for some boys from the East End of 
London. The countryside was so strange 
to them that some of them were afraid to 
go into the nearby ‘jungle’ for fear of 
wild animals! 


Then there was a convalescent home for 
under-privileged boys, also from London, 
in a nearby village. Each Saturday we 
took these boys out to give the matron 
a much needed break — this often 
involved a four mile walk each way for us 
— they were a pretty lively and 
exhausting bunch — these are but two of 
a variety of jobs that come to mind. 


The Branch at that time was about 30 
strong. On one occasion | remember a 
member persuading us that we were not 
pulling our weight, and should hand back 
our Lamp — a few months later we had 
our Lamp back and all 30 members! 


JM: /n what way do you think Toc H has 
most changed you? What would you most 
blame Toc H for? 


DL: 1 think it was probably in helping me 


a question whether black or coloured 
members would be allowed to go to 
South Africa, and whether black or 
colour members from South Africa would 
be allowed to visit the UK on a return 
visit, the Director gave such an assurance. 
A second question asked for an assurance 
that any Toc H South African project 
would consist of a multi-racial volunteer 
group working towards a breakdown of 
racial barriers. In reply, Keith Rea said 
the idea of the party was to send a group 
typical of Toc H, and would probably be 
all white, as Tae H was in this country, 
John Dickson pleaded with people not to 
Project your views of South Africa onto 
what we are trying to do’. He underlined 
the fact that we are not a multi-racial 
Organisation, and to build a multi-racial 
team would need positive discrimination. 


Point Three 
Concern was expressed about the decision 
of the CEC to send Point Three free to all 


to ‘think fairly’. Having grown up in a 
Christian home | accepted the Christian 
basis of the Movement and its emphasis 
on ‘service’, but I had a Jot to learn about 
thinking fairly — something | found 
tremendously valuable Jater in business — 
even before that when | worked as a 
labourer. 


JM: This was in the building trade? 


DL: Yes, and it was very hard work and 
long hours. For a time I shared lodgings 
with two other labourers — it was then | 
think that 1 realised the value of what ! 
was learning through Toc H about 
‘thinking fairly’ and in overcoming 
previously held prejudices, resulting in 
very real friendships being formed. This 
was true later in business, in seeking and 


trying to maintain right human 
relationships and in recognising the 
validity of other points of view -— 


particularly so, when as a member of an 
Arbitration Council at National level, | 
was very much involved with Trade 
Union officials, who like the rest of us 
can be a bit difficult at times! 


| don’t appear to have answered the 
second part of your question — well I 
suppose it would be that I blame Toc H 
for very wisely totally disregarding the 
many brilliant suggestions | made to them 
from time to time! 


JM: Do you have any regrets over 
anything which has happened in Toc H, 
or that Toc H has failed to do? 


DL: This is probably the most difficult 
question to try to answer, off the cuff. 
Only one comes to mind at the moment. 
l am not at all sure that the 
administration, as at present, is on the 
right lines. It may be more efficient in 
that decisions are in fewer hands and 


members, especially in of the | 
deficit. Various suggestions followed 
Alan Brooke explained that the 
thought this was an essential step i 
improving communications. It was clear 
the majority of Councillors and others 
present felt we could not afford to make 
Point Three a free issue., but no formal 
vote was taken. 


The Under-16s 

Three separate questions raised the 
problem of young people, under 16, who 
wished to join the Movement. The 
Chairman explained that the Royal 
Charter laid down that no-one under 16 
could join, but many speakers expressed 
regret that young people who wanted to 
could not join the Movement. Graham 
Davies (Councillor, SE Essex) shared the 
story of a young people's group, called 
‘The Griffins’ which his Branch had 
backed. 


consequently arrived at more speedily, 
but against that is the resultant additional 
pressure placed on those members of staff 
who take them — over pressurisation — 
furthermore there is, I believe, 
tremendous value in membership involve- 
ment through the committee structure. 
f think we are missing out on that. 


JM: Apart from Tubby himself, who are 
the people who had the biggest effect on 
vou personally? 


DL: Barkis for one (Barclay Baron — Ed) 
— he was a tremendous person — and 
Herbert Leggate, Norman Motley, Geoff 
Martin. Alec Churcher — but there are so 
many and it is perhaps invidious to 
mention some and not others. There were 
so many over the years, each having 
contributed something special in their 
different ways. 


I would like to add however that I believe 
that the younger ‘members’ (however 
defined) are being influenced in the same 
way by the calibre and leadership of 
many of the present staff just as were 
those of my generation. When | hear 
some say thal ‘things aren’t what they 
used to be’ then it is a sure sign of old 
age! 


JM: What sort of advice would you give a 
new Director, in terms of priorities for 
the job? 


DL: Well, with some trepidation, | think 
my advice to a new Director would be 
that his first priority should be to 
communicate, to share his vision, not 
only on paper, but, far more importantly, 


through meeting the membership in 
person as frequently und widely as 
possible. There are of course many 


attributes required of a Director, but we 
must not expect the Archangel Gabriel! 
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yen Forum 


Owing to lack of space, some 
ieee have been held over — ) 


A CC 


The Vietnam War 


May | use the pages of Point Three to 
respond to the Letter from America 
published on pS of the October 1984 


issue. 4 
With Margaret McGettrick ] share 


the experience of having lived in the 
United States. | was resident there from 
the early 60s through into the 70s, and so 
saw America from inside throughout the 
Vietnam period which is the subject of 
her letter. 

The Americans I knew first 
became aware of Vietnam in the same 
way as I did. Buddhist monks were 
drenching themselves with gasoline and 
dying horribly by their own hand in a 
series of desperate protests. Their message 
was clear. South Vietnam was a country 
with a Vietnamese speaking, non- 
Christian majority. It was ruled by a 
government of French speaking Catholics. 

Many Americans feared that if the 
US did not support a democratic 
alternative for Vietnam, then the 
Vietnamese people would turn to the 
communist Vietcong as the only hope of 


ousting the tyranny of the French 
speaking minority. 
The South Vietnamese 


government never won the consent of its 
people to govern, and could stay in power 
only as long as US soldiers fought, often 
killhg South Vietnamese civilians. 

An example of this was the case 
of Lt Cahil. He was tried by the United 
States Army, in which he was an officer, 
and convicted of atrocities against 
Vietnamese civilians. 

In my experience it was not true, 
as Margaret McGettrick writes, that the 
young Gls returned to ‘an America 
indifferent to the horrors of the war’. On 
the contrary, Americans by the million 
were protesting against the siuation those 
conscripts were compelled to endure. As 
a result, President Johnson stood down 
from seeking re-election. 

The statement ‘pride and respect 
for those who so nobly fought under the 
flag of a country they believed in’ striked 
me as quite extraordinary. For a time | 
was employed by a college in New York 
as a student counsellor. Amongst the 
students | counselled were same who had 
returned from military service in 
Vietnam. From them I heard the same 
anguish again, and again. They had been 
proud young Americans, but after what 
their country had ordered them to do as 
soldiers in Vietnam they no longer 
believed in their country. Very tragically, 
some of them no longer believed in 
themselves, and all too often we saw 
Vietnam veterans turning to crime, drugs 
and self condemnation. 
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| do agree with Margaret 
McGettrick that we should say a big 
‘thank you’ to those ‘who have risked 
their lives to preserve a better way of 
life’. Sadly, Americans in Vietnam were 
not preserving a better way of life. There 
was courage in America in the 60s, the 
courage of those who went to jail rather 
than serve in a war they saw as wrong. 
The determination to preserve their self 
esteem is shown by the thousands of 
young American men who found 
sanctuary in Canada and Sweden rather 
than follow their elder brothers in 
carrying out orders they knew in their 
American hearts to be wrong. 

America never managed to even 
offer democracy to Vietnam. But, 
America did survive the Vietnam ordeal 
with its own democracy strengthened. 
Congress repealed the repressive 
conscription laws. The American people 
elected a new President who gave 
amnesty to the draft dodgers. 

I know of an English girl who, as 
a student in the 60s, was seen in a 
photograph, and named, on front pages 
around the world setting fire to an 
American flag in Grosvenor Square, 
London. Later she fell in love with an 
American and wanted to go to nim in 
Colorado. The US immigration Service 
did not refuse her residence in America 
because of her flag burning. 

America believes in freedom of 
speech and action, its people have 
freedom in their hearts, and their country 
has freedom in its laws. | believe that 
America was very wrong in Vietnam. But 
the great thing is that, having lived there, 
] know that l can say so to Americans 
freely and without fear. 


Philip Aldridge 
London 


Thanks 


1 was deeply moved by the retirement 
tribute paid to me by the Director at 
Central Council and overwhelmed by the 
generosity of my farewell gift from the 
Movement. | have, of course, thanked 
Ken but I can think of only one way to 
pass on my gratitude and warm thanks to 
the many anonymous members and 
friends who contributed to my gift. And 
that is to beg my editorial successor the 
favour of a few lines in his first Point 
Three issue! You may not have heard the 
last of me just yet but | do want to seize 
this chance of thanking you all for your 
consistent kindness to me, culminating in 
the presentation at Council. 


Frank Rice 
Wendover [for a few more weeks!) 


Midsummer Festival 


Distance alone will clearly prevent many 
members from personally attending the 
Midsummer Festival to be held at 
Cuddesdon House over 22/23 June 1985. 
| would however like to suggest a plan by 
which every member, Branch and District 
can feel themselves to be part of the 
Festival, whether or not they are able 19 
put in a personal appearance . . | by 
contributing towards one enormous 
Tombola Stall. 

If, over the next six months, 
members and friends would set about 
collecting items for such a stall, 
everything acceptable however large or 
small, we could have a Tombola Stal! the 
like of which has never been seen before! 
In addition it would make a fortune for 
Toc H without a great deal of effort on 
our part. 

Delivery of such collections to the 
Festival should present no insoluble 
problem, and anyone interested in 
contributing to this Stall will gladly be 
supplied with further details if they 
would care to write to me at 24 Grove 
Avenue, Moseley, Birmingham B13 9RU. 

Let's all share in this together — 
start collecting now — it should also 
provide a useful outlet for any unwanted 
Christmas gifts you happen to receive! 


George Lee 
ije Sideshows 
Festival Committee 


It’s almost 1985 


What a sad letter. But 1 would like to 
venture a statement that Ruth Wallner of 
London does not speak for all young 
people. | feel | must ask what is wrong 
with the Kingdom of God. God is good. 
This also reflects the other true statement 
that God is Love. And if one loves what is 
right and good in this world, such as the 
principles surrounding the first three 
points of our compass, then the fourth 
point follows as a matter of course. 

Toc H must never lower its 
standards and those four points are as 
excellent a standard as could be 
conceived or thought up for any Christian 
based organisation, 

l ask Ruth Wallner and others she 
knows to consider the fourth point, to 
see if they cannot acknowledge the 
spiritual nature of humankind, practise 
the Christian way of life and help truth 
prevail. If they can't, then | fear they 
have failed to keep to the other three 
points whatever they may say. 


C A Cardale 
Totnes, Devon 
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Opinions expressed in these columns (including any editorial comment) are those of the 


contributor and not necessarily those of the Toc H Movement. We reserve the right to edit letters. 
Only letters carrying the correspondent's full name and address will be considered for publication. 
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I read Ruth Wallner's letter about 
updating the language of the Four Points 
(October issue) with great interest and no 
doubt many other members did as well. 
Some will already have responded to 
Open Forum and some will doubtless be 
accusing Ruth of all kinds of heresies. But 
before those who may be worried by her 
apparently radical suggestion are tempted 
to throw her to the lions, | think it is 
useful to look at Ruth's proposal in its 
historical context. 

On page three of the 1985 Toc H 
diary we can see that re-casting our basic 
statements is part of an honourable 
Toc H tradition: "The earliest statement 
of the aims of Toc HI was drawn up by 
“Tubby”, “Dick” Sheppard and 
Alexander Paterson early in 1920. It was 


is amplified in the section on the Four 
Points in Barclay Baron's book “Birth of 
a Movement” where he records that the 
wording of the Four Points ‘was amended 
several times in later years” and 
‘drastically recast in 1936’, 

Times change, and Toc H has a 
healthy history of looking at how we 
state our principles in relation to this 
change. What Ruth is surely saying to us 
in all honesty is that our times have once 
again got ahead of our statements. 

On p7 of October’s edition Ruth 
asks that members and friends of all ages 
and experience join her at Wendover on 
25-27 January to have a go at updating 
these basic Toc H statements. If you 
agree with her about the need to do this 
or if you feel she is somehow betraying 


invitation and join the group that 
weekend. Of course we may not all agree 
with each other but it is only by talking 
with each other that we can understand 
any differences. If there is distrust 
between us in Toc H, we must break it 
down by being open about our beliefs 
and fears. 

Ruth has taken a brave step by 
opening up the opportunity for these 
discussions; | sincerely hope that people 
of all opinions will come to Wendover for 
that January weekend and share what the 
they feel about the Four Points. If we all 
go prepared not just to state our own 
views but to listen in equal measure to 
everyone else’s, then we may understand 
each other better. 


Philip Douch 


revised in 1936, and again in 1967”. This the M 
ovement, please take up her Newbury 
Only a fundamentally reformed associated with it (we get our two lines 
church, however, could offer that on page 118). As a result we get 


The Liberation of the Church 


by David Clark 
Towards a New Reformation 


The Church is called to be a sign of hope 
to a world in crisis; but the Church, as a 
human institution, is itself caught up in 
the same crisis. That crisis has many 
facets but at the very deepest level it is a 
lack of purpose, and a profound despair 
brought about by meaninglessness and 
helplessness. Man cannot be helped to 
find light at the end of this dark tunnel 
by a Church which has itself lost its way. 
The Church, indeed, is a kind of dinosaur. 
It has come to the end of one phase of 
evolution and only if it is reformed and 
renewed can it fulfil its mission of hope 
to the world. 

That is, in crude outline, the 
Starting point for this new book by David 
Clark, the Honorary Director of the 
National Centre for Christian 
Communities and Networks. He sees this 
reformation coming about through the 
recovery of a real sense of community. A 
genuinely Christian community offers 
people the freedom to develop to their 
full potential and it offers an experience 
of the unity of all human beings. And 
through such an experience of 
community people discover a sense of 
belonging and a sense of purpose. Their 
lives take on meaning. 


liberating experience of community. A 
church imprisoned by clericalism can 
offer no escape to a society suffering 
from the tyranny of the professional 
expert. A church imprisoned by 
parochialism, whose whole focus is on the 
place where people live, cannot witness to 
the world of work, the world of politics 
or the world of leisure. A church 
imprisoned by denominationalism is 
unable to bring healing to a fractured 
society. 

For David Clark the seed bed of a 
new reformation is to be found in the 
growing community movement, in the 
new communities springing up 
throughout this country (and beyond), 
in established groups which are in process 
of reshaping their aims and in the 
traditional religious orders which are 
finding a new purpose in a world in 
desperate need of a sense of community. 
Such communities are establishing a 
pattern of engagement with the problems 
of the world and of withdrawal into 
groups small enough for people to get to 
know each other at depth; groups in 
which the great abstract words like love 
and forgiveness can come alive in people's 
experience. 

I have to contess that 1 was in 
some ways disappointed with this book. 
Its theme cries out for prophetic 
eloquence but instead is treated in a dry, 
academic manner. The prose is clogged 
with unnecessary quotations, many of 
which do little to illuminate the argument. 

More seriously, the author appears 
to have been inhibited by his role in 
NACCCAN and to have felt it necessary 
to work in a mention of all the groups 


indigestible snippets of information on a 
great many different groups rather than 
any detailed analysis of the way in which 
some groups are breaking free of the 
bonds which hold the institutional church 
captive. The thesis is stated rather than 
illustrated with concrete examples. | 
would have welcomed some detailed 
discussion of the ways in which individual 
groups are coping with the problem of 
authority, or of denominationalism; of 
ways in which groups are developing a 
renewed spirituality; and of ways in 
which people are discovering a Christian 
response to the problems of society. Such 
a discussion would, of course, have 
required an analysis of the failures as well 
as the successes. of the wrong turnings 
and blind alleys which one inevitably 
takes while looking for the right road. 
Such criticisms, however, do not 
diminish the importance of this book’s 
theme. If it is not quite the book which 
David Clark has it in him to write (and 
will probably write one day) it nonetheless 
raises crucial issues. And it faces us in 
Toc H with a very great challenge. It 
suggests that we are part of a much wider 
movement and that our vocation is 
nothing less than to share in the renewal 
and reformation of the church in our 
time. We dare not duck that challenge 
and we are in David Clark’s debt for 
forcing us to think about our purposes in 
these terms. 
KP-B 


Published by NACCCAN, Westhill College, 
Weoley Park Road, Sellv Oak, Birmingham 
at £4.50. 
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NACCCAN 
Congress 1984......... 


The need for vision was underlined by the 
opening address from Nicholas Deakin. 


Toc H is not alone in having a problem in 
establishing a national image and identity. 
NACCCAN (The National Centre for 
Christian Communities and Networks) 
faces a similar challenge. 


There are about 450 groups and 
individuals involved in the Association. 
and they hold a Congress every four years 
to draw them al] together. In addition to 
the congresses, NACCCAN sets up a 
variety of courses, consultations, and 
conferences, as well as publishing the 
magazine ‘Community’ and case studies 
on ‘New Christian Initiatives”.* 


The overall aim is that NACCCAN should 
‘act as a meeting point and resource for 
the growing number of Christian groups, 
communities and networks throughout 
the United Kingdom’. It came into being 
as a separate charity alter the first 
Congress in 1980 and Ken Prideaux-Brune, 
our recent Director, is on the 
Management Committee. 


I attended NACCCAN’s second national 
Congress on behalf of Toc H, last July. 
What were my personal impressions? 


Predominantly ] remember the spirit of 
hope in the face of personal and social 
crises, and the sense of unity among those 
of very varied backgrounds. | was 
reminded that the vision that we are to 
live, as individuals or corporately, is not 
always simply a matter of words and 
theory, talk and structures. Often our 
vision need involve no more than a 
mental picture, like the vision of so many 
Biblical prophets, or the vision of St 
Aidan that led Cuthbert, the shepherd 
boy, to become Saint Cuthbert, the 
celebrated Northumbrian missionary. 
Visions can be olive trees or clay pots, 
vines or cauldrons, bricks or building 
sites. They need not be carefully marked 
out statements of policy or practice; such 
details follow the vision, they need not 
precede it. The administrator or politician 
among us must beware lest we dismiss the 
prophet’s voice for its simplicity. Such a 


vision from the Congress is Moses’ 
Burning Bush — on fire, yet not 
consumed. So should our churches, 


communities and branches exhibit all the 
pain and suffering of life — yet without 
being finally destroyed by it. Then others 
will — like Moses — turn aside and hear 


God speak to them. 
14 


Professor of Social Administration at 
Birmingham University. His summary of 
social and political developments since 
the Second World War traced the collapse 
of consensus to the lack of a vision that 
could elicit majority support, such as 
Beveridge’s concept of ‘common 
citizenship’ which governed the post-war 
development of the Welfare State. The 
divisions that are now developing in our 
country, and indeed worldwide, are being 
exacerbated by simple trust in market 
forces and will not be healed without new 
symbols and visions consistent with a 
commitment to justice and peace. He 
reminded us that such ‘new songs’ could 
well arise from the experiments that 
movements such as NACCCAN and 
Toc H are involved in. All that is needed 
is men and women who can see the 
national and international significance of 
initiatives pioneered at local level; men 
and women of vision. 


The variety of groups present is easily 
demonstrated. For example. in addition 
to Toc H, there was L’Arche, The Church 
of England General Synod Board of 


Education, the Scottish Council for the 
organisation of Play Experience, The 
Spirituality. 


Institute of Formative 


Society Ltd. Sisters of ihe 
of Mary, Corrymecla, ang 
Institute for Church and 

Society to name but a few. There Were 

visitors from Denmark. Eire, France, 

Holland and even fram somewhere calleg 
the Home of the Gentle Bunyip jp 

Melbourne. Australia. 


Carr-Gomm 
Sacred Heart 
the Oxford 


The unity between those who attended, 
without denying inevitable tensions, was 
nonetheless genuine. Two memories 
illustrate this — firstly of a brother from 
a rather exclusive conservative evangelica] 
community telling me of his conversation 
with a Catholic sister. She said that “all 7 
want is that people come to know the 
Lord’ and ‘that is all } want too’ he said, 
eyes aglow. Secondly, | recall a morning 
mass celebrated informally in a lounge 11 
was the last, and most inspiring, morning 
communion which I attended. | was not 
the only Anglican present, and to be able 
to cross denominational boundaries in 
that way was an opportunity which 
occurs all too rarely for me. 


Can we in Toc H build closer links with 
NACCCAN? Is there any principle or 
aim which necessarily separates us from 
such a movement — one that breaks down 
barriers, links those involved in building 
community in most areas of the country, 
stimulates debate between those of 
differing views, and in all these ways 
seeks to complement the Church's 
preaching of the Gospel with the humble 
witness of practical Christian love. 


* piz: Directory of Christian Groups, 
Communities and Networks — available 
from NACCCAN, Westhill College, Selly 
Oak, Birmingham B29 6VV (£2.50 plus 
postage). 


the 


What is it? Well it’s almost anything 
you want! As the Midsummer Festival 
(back page for details) is focusing on 
fun and participation what better way 
to start it off than a procession of 
people arriving in all manner of crazy 
ways. 


Project volunteers, Toc H Groups, 
Branches and all our friends from 
home and abroad are invited to join 
in the fun. The Festival Challenge is an 
event that everyone can take part in: 
the energetic may like to use this as an 
opportunity for doing a sponsored 
walk, cycle or bed push. Arrive in a 
bath tub or ona penny farthing. Come 
on stilts or by go-kart! The less 
energetic may like to come by horse 
and trap, camouflage a minibus or 
decorate your car with flowers. Dress 


festival challenge 1985 


Cuddesdon House, Nr Oxford 22 June 1985 


up in period costume or in space 
suits! We'll all rendezvous on Saturday 
morning and form a procession into 
the Festival. Rumour has it The Pied 
Piper will lead us in! Details of exact 
meeting place and time will be issued 
at a later date. 


It’s an event for the whole family and 
the more the merrier! Make a weekend 
of it, bring a tent and sleeping bag or 
stay in nearby Oxford, or even just 
come for the day. But do have fun 
getting there. Prizes will be awarded to 
the groups arriving in the most unusual 
way. 


Further details and entry forms can be 
obtained from: Mandy Caley, Toc H 
Headquarters, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT. 
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We will Remember... 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


In August 
Beatrice S Peckham (East Sussex District) 


In September 

Edith E ‘Nellie’ Baldwin (Darlington) 
Winifred Lloyd (Llandrindod Wells) 
Alma A Pearman (Budleigh Salterton) 
Maisie V Wheeler (Sittingbourne) 


In October 

Maude Budgen (Springfields District) 
Alice M Essex (South Devon District) 
Florence J H Hunter (Edinburgh Seventy 
Veronica Pearson (St Annes) Five) 


In November 

Edith B Burrows (Taunton) 

William H ‘Bill’ Crane (Beds & North 
Herts District) 

Seymour J de-Lotbiniere (Cam District) 

Arthur L Mitchell (Wakefield) 


Gertrude Greenacre — a personal 
appreciation by Alice Welford: ‘Gertrude’s 
old friends will have been saddened to 
learn of her sudden death in London on 
5 October. She was one of the early 
members of the Toc H League of Women 
Helpers (her membership number was 
701) and she joined the travelling staff in 
1932 along with Elsie Potter, and 
encouraged her friend Phyllis Wolfe to 
join them soon afterwards. I first knew 
her when as Gertrude Bolton she came to 
the North West as Area Secretary in the 
1930s. | was immediately aware of her 
sterling character and undoubted gifts, 
and realised how lucky we were to have 
her. She would arrive in her small car 
with her loved companion, a white 
Sealyham, and in her quiet way would 
Share with us her concerns about some 
social problem {usually involving 
children) and get us thinking fairly about 
it. 

‘In 1937 she moved to the South 
West to develop Women’s Branches there, 


North Walsham Branch turn out in force 
to present a seat to the town, in memory 
of Gordon Read. 


and here she met and married Stuart 
Greenacre (Greeno), Toc H Area 
Secretary. She left the staff when their 
first son, Timothy, was born. A number 
of moves followed as Stuart served Toc H 
in different Areas, and after his sudden 
and lamented death she settled down in 
her attractive cottage near Shaftesbury, 
and was able to follow pursuits that gave 
her a lot of pleasure — gardening and 
painting, and she became involved with 
her local Church Meditation Group, 
which she found very helpful. 

‘She was devoted to her family, 
Tim, Primrose and Mark and their 
children. Not long ago she returned from 
Australia where she had gone to see Mark 
and his family and we heard all about the 
visit when we met in Castle Cary in 
September last. She had joined the South 
West Counties Branch and delighted to 
invite us to her home for a meeting now 
and again. Over the years she did not 
seem to change or grow older, though 
increasing deafness caused her frustration. 
We much appreciated and enjoyed her 
thoughtful mind which retained a lively 
interest in what was happening in 
the country and the world — and in 
Toc H. She always had a great concern 
for people and a very real compassion for 
the “underdog”. 

‘We who knew her well and loved 
her will remember her quiet courage and 
warm and loving personality. We can 
show our gratitude to her by trying to 
follow her example,’ 


Springfield District write to tell us of the 
death of Maude Budgen, a member of 
Toc H for over 50 years, first in Sheffield, 
and since the 1930s in Bromley. She was 
always a loyal and enthusiastic member. 


and was a tower of strength in keeping 
the depleted Branch together during the 
war years. She will be remembered with 
affection and gratitude. 


Flo Hunter, one of the most widely 
known members in Scotland, died in 
October. She was well know both as the 
regular caterer for the Scottish Executive, 
and through the happy weeks holidays 
she led at Alison House. Frances Beeton 
writes ‘when Flo was first introduced to 
Toc H she said so little for a year or two, 
but as she absorbed the deeper side of 
Branch life her warm personality 
blossomed and she found fulfilment in 
serving the Branch and the fuller life of 
the Movement in Conference, Festival 
and the Old House. It was no wonder that 
her own big family circle and friends were 
joined by a large group of Toc H 
members at her funeral. Few of us have 
patterned our life on the family prayer of 
Toc H as effectually as she did, and we 
are grateful for having had her amongst 


, 


US. 


Alice Mary Essex of Paignton died in 
October. Though a comparatively recent 
member. she had been a nurse and given a 
lifetime of service to others, and will be 
sadly missed. 


Beatrice Peckham, of Hastings, died in 
August. She was a founder member of the 
LWH in Hastings and held many offices. 
She organised the restart in Hastings after 
the War and was active throughout the 
life of the Branch. 


We give thanks for their lives 
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mMoOsummer 
CUOOESOON house 29-93 JUNE 1985 


An opportunity for Members, families and friends to celebrate three major events: 


The Centenary of the birth of the Founder Padre, Tubby Clayton 
The 70th birthday of the Movement's foundation 


The International Year of Youth 


| Make this a must for your 1985 diary! 
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Programme will include: 


SIDESHOWS — MYSTERY PLAYS — SINGERS — 
| CANDLEFORD’ — FULL CATERING ARRANGEMENTS — ART — 
f DRAMA — CRAFTS — MUSIC — POETRY — EXHIBITIONS 
DEMONSTRATIONS 


| and including a Kinderfest of activities for children 
Many CELEBRITIES famous for helping charities 


their leisure. 


Do come, watch, join in and risk meeting members and friends from all parts of the world and from 


the Oxfordshire countryside. 


Ticket Prices: Saturday £2.50 (Family ticket £6). Sunday £2 (Family ticket £5). 
Advance booking office opens 1 April 1985 at: 
| Toc H Headquarters, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT. Tel: 0296 623911 
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CUDDESDON HOUSE, NR WHEATLEY, OXFORD 


OX ROAST — TUG O ' WAR — BARN DANCE — TOMBOLA — BANDS 
‘LARK RISE TO 


Try your hand at something new guided by folk who have discovered the joy of creating beauty in 


Small Ads 


Small advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) five weeks before publication day, 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is 5p a word (minimum SOp) to Point 
Three Magazine. Rates of display 
advertisements can be obtained from the 
Editorial Office, Toc H, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover. Telephone: 0296 623911. 


New '84 House Party Holidays for adults in 
the beautiful Yorkshire Dales. Opportunities 
for walking, pony trekking, squash, swimming. 
All great fun. Certain weeks for singles only 
under 35s, 35-55, SS+. Open all year. Party 
bookings. Colour brochure: Longstaff Leisure, 
9 Primley Park Court, Leeds LS17 7LQ. Tel: 
0532 688927. 


Christian Singles. Social events, nationwide. 
Friendship contacts, weekend houseparties, 
fellowship groups. Holidays, home/abroad. 
Christian Friendship Fellowship, Dept B23, 
Edenthorpe, Doncaster. 


Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diarics, etc gold stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern Novelties, 
Bradford BD1 3HE. 
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T At the end of November 1985, Charles 
and Ivy Swan will be retiring as 
Honorary Staff, resident at the Old 
House. We would like the present 
successful basis of staffing to be 
developed. If anyone under the age of 
60 years is interested in this important 
post please write to: The International 
Secretary, Toc H HQ, 1 Forest Close, 


¡Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 


Published by Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT and printed by The Chesham Press Ltd, Chesham, Bucks. 


